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D I S C O V E R  M O R E  A B O U T  E L M W O O D
Visit www.elmwoodhistoriccemetry.org

U P D AT E  YO U R  C O N TA C T  I N F O R M AT I O N
We would like to make sure we have the most recent 
contact information for you.  We know you would like to 
be kept informed of rule changes or issues that a� ect 
your lot, as well as cemetery activities.  Please update 
your telephone number, address, and email through our 
website www.elmwoodhistoriccemetery.org, contact 
us, by calling the o�  ce on (313) 567-3453, or by email 
at jcapuano@elmcem.org.  

 Follow us on Instagram!  
 Elmwood Cemetery Detroit

Our Mission:
To preserve the history and educational signi� cance 
of Elmwood Cemetery and those laid to rest in the 
cemetery; and to develop social, cultural, and 
educational programs to bene� t the community.

1200 Elmwood Avenue
Detroit, Michigan 48207
Phone: 313-567-3453
Fax: 313-567-8861
www.elmwoodhistoriccemetery.org

Spring and Summer  
Cemetery Hours 

Cemetery Grounds Access
May to Sept. 15th  
7 a.m. – 7 p.m. Daily

Office Hours
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Mondays – Fridays
9 a.m. – noon Saturdays
Closed on Sundays

MESSAGE FROM TERRY P. BOOK 
PRESIDENT, HISTORIC ELMWOOD FOUNDATION 

Your Support Matters!  Please help us ensure Elmwood Cemetery and Arboretum 
remains a sanctuary for all by donating today.

2018 will be a year of outstanding programming and continued restoration at Elmwood. Your 
donations make our work possible and permit us to better serve our Elmwood community.  Take 
a look at the newsletter for our upcoming events and at Elmwood’s website for a glimpse into 
what your donations enable.  I thank you for your past support and I hope you will consider 
donating this year to the Historic Elmwood Foundation.  The Foundation is a 501(c) 3 nonpro� t 

and all donations are fully tax deductible as permitted by law.  
Please use the enclosed envelope to mail your donation today!  
Thank you again for your continuing support of our educational 
programming, community events and restoration needs.

Warmest regards.

Over the years we have been blessed to receive donations from 
people who have chosen to remember Elmwood in their will.  We 
are quite grateful for this legacy.  If you would like to include the 
Historic Elmwood Foundation, language for a gift to be made 
following your death is simple and can be incorporated into a 
new will or added by an amendment to your existing will. Please 
contact Joan Capuano, Executive Director of the Historic 
Elmwood Foundation, for assistance or visit our website.

Elmwood Cemetery has prime lots available for individuals and 
families. In addition, the Cemetery working with the Historic 
Elmwood Foundation has designated nine large family lots 
available for purchase. The lots are located throughout the 
property and range in size from 20’ x 20’ to 20’ x 30’.  They are the 
perfect size for your family mausoleum or large memorial. These 
special lots are only available through the Foundation and 
include a donation to the Foundation. 

Please contact the o�  ce sta�  if you are interested in any lot 
at Elmwood.

Foundation Contributors We are thankful for the many friends, including anonymous 
donors, who supported the Historic Elmwood Foundation and 
Elmwood Cemetery in 2017. 
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We sincerely regret any errors or 
admissions in the listing.



Thousands visit Elmwood each year.  We hope you will be one 
of them this year.  Perhaps you would like to participate in an 
event, sit by our restored pond area, run or bicycle on our 
roads, watch for the migration of birds, photograph or sketch, 
walk along our grounds appreciating our outdoor sculpture 
garden, perennials and majestic trees, or simply relax in this 
quiet setting just minutes from the hustle and bustle of 
downtown Detroit.  We hope you and your friends will come 
and experience Elmwood.

All events are free of charge but they do require advance 
reservations by emailing jcapuano@elmcem.org or by calling 
Joan on 313/801-1971.  

Elmwood events start at the guesthouse – please park along 
the pond road.  A variety of events are scheduled each month 
throughout the year.  We hope you will check our website, 
www.elmwoodhistoriccemetery.org, for future happenings 
at Elmwood.  We will also send emails to keep you informed 
directly as the year progresses.  Please update your contact 
information to ensure we have the appropriate email and 
contact information for you.

Birding 
Elmwood is pleased to partner with Detroit Audubon Society 
and Rosann Kovalcek of Wild Birds Unlimited to o� er programs 
for our birding enthusiasts. Following the guided walk we will 
meet in the chapel to discuss the various species seen, 
migration, habitat, and to enjoy refreshments. Elmwood 
is hosting a special young birders’ event for young families 
this summer.  

 Come Experience Elmwood!

Events

Calendar of Events at Elmwood Cemetery

Take Advantage of our Educational Materials 

JANUARY 27   Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

FEBRUARY 10 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 1 p.m.

FEBRUARY 12  African American Heritage Tour, noon

MARCH 3  Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

MARCH 30  Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

APRIL 2  Summer Begonia Floral Bed Sales Begin

APRIL 27  Arbor Day Celebration, 9 a.m.

APRIL 29  Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

MAY 1  Spring/Summer Grounds Access Hours 
 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. Daily

MAY 8  Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 
 5:30 p.m. *Evening event

MAY 12  Spring Tree & History Tour, 10 a.m.

MAY 19  Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

MAY 28  Memorial Day Commemoration, noon 
 – NEW Event

JUNE 2 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

JUNE 8 Young Birders event with Detroit Audubon 
 Society, 4:30 p.m. *Evening event

JUNE 9  Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m.

JULY 6 Tombstone Tales Tour, 4:00 p.m. 

AUGUST 8 Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m.

AUGUST 22 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 
 5:30 p.m. *Evening event

SEPTEMBER 8 Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m.

SEPTEMBER 15 Fall/Winter Grounds Access Hours 
 begin 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. Daily

SEPTEMBER 22 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

OCTOBER 1 Sale of Winter Evergreen Wreaths Begins

OCTOBER 19 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

OCTOBER 20 Fall Tree & History Tour, 8:30 a.m.

OCTOBER 27 Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m.

NOVEMBER 2 Tombstone Tales “Around the Pond”  Tour, 9 a.m.

NOVEMBER 2 All Souls Requiem Mass, 10 a.m., Chapel

NOVEMBER 9 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

NOVEMBER 12 Veterans Day Commemoration – 
 34th Annual, 10 a.m., Civil War Section
* Consistent with the national observance of Veterans Day

DECEMBER 1 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

Keep an eye on our website or send a message to 
jcapuano@elmcem.org and you will be added to 
Elmwood’s email list. 

Elmwood Trees – Detroit’s First 
Certi� ed Arboretum  
• Arbor Day Celebration  Join our grounds crew and local 
 school children as we plant trees in honor of Arbor Day 
 and talk about the importance of trees to our environment, 
 how to care for them and how they are used in producing 
 every day products. 

• Tree Tours are held in the spring and fall.  Join us as we and 
 a certi� ed arborist talk about the history of Elmwood and 
 some of the di� erent species among our 1,450 trees in this 
 walking tour.  Of course trees are also discussed during our 
 bird walks and our history tours.  

• Tree Identi� cation Class  Arborist shares her knowledge in 
 how to identify trees through leaf shape and color, bark type, 
 buds and growth. Watch Elmwood’s website for class dates.

Tombstone Tales History Tours  

Elmwood is delighted to o� er guided walking tours 
throughout the year. The tours are approximately 90 minutes 
and are held in all weather.  Learn the stories of those interred 
at Elmwood. Or perhaps you would prefer a smaller tour – 
Private and group tours are also available by contacting 
Joan Capuano.

The Historic Elmwood Foundation has prepared various pieces 
to aid our visitors when at Elmwood Cemetery. Please check 
our website and the o�  ce for the free material:

Self-guided Maps and Audio Tours

 • African American Heritage – From the 1800s through 
  present day, Elmwood is proud to honor many key African 
  American leaders.  It includes, among others, abolitionists, 
  attorneys, business leaders, entertainers, religious leaders, 
  teachers, and historians.

 • Business Visionaries – Many Detroit business leaders were 
  visionary, smart, persistent, in� uential and passionate.  
  They, along with many others, took advantage of the 
  ability to establish and grow businesses here.  This tour 
  highlights some of the people who had a signi� cant 
  impact on growing Detroit into one of the most dynamic 
  cities in the world.

 • Leadership Legacies – Elmwood is the � nal resting place 
  of 7 governors, 11 US senators, and 30 Detroit mayors.  
  They recognized and met the real need for civic 
  responsibility at times when the city and country were 
  undergoing dramatic change.

Elmwood Biographies – Elmwood has signi� cantly expanded 
its information on people in the cemetery and we include 
photos where possible.

Arboretum Tours – Elmwood developed self-guided tree 
tours, dividing the 86-acres into three maps highlighting 
deciduous, � owering and 
evergreen trees throughout 
the property.  The actual 
trees have a tree 
identi� cation marker with 
the scienti� c and common 
name as well as a QR code 
if you have a smart device, 
you can use this code 
to learn more about 
the species.

Birding Species List – Our 
birding list continues to 
grow. Please let us know 
if you spy additional 
species during your 
walks on our grounds.

Memorial Day Inaugural Event  

Please join us this May 28th at noon.  We will gather pond-side 
for a brief ceremony to honor those who have passed away.  
Light refreshments will be available. In the event of rain, 
please meet in the cemetery chapel.

The Elmwood Family of Cemeteries

(313) 567-3453
1200 Elmwood Avenue  Detroit, MI 48207www.ElmwoodHistoricCemetery.org

 Cemetery
HISTORICElmwood

TREE TOUR: Center Sections

Elmwood Cemetery was established in 1846 and incorporated in 1849 as a non-profit corporation by an act of the Michigan Legislature. In the 1890s, prominent landscape architect Frederick Law Olmsted was hired to provide guidance to the cemetery Trustees on how best to re-design the grounds. The cemetery incorporated Michigan’s native plants and trees that would thrive in our environment, large stands of trees to provide shade for visitors  and roadways designed to follow the natural slope of the land. In 2015 Elmwood Cemetery was certified as a Level 1 Arboretum by Morton Arboretum and the ArbNet Arboretum Accreditation Program, making Elmwood Detroit’s first certified arboretum. Visitors enjoy Elmwood’s park-like setting every day of the year, using the grounds to walk, ride bikes, bird watch, picnic and of course contemplate the serenity of the area while visiting family.

Elmwood’s Outdoor Sculpture Garden
Elmwood Cemetery’s unique display of memorial art creates a lasting 
legacy, from towering obelisks to � at markers. The decorative 
symbolism of memorials has much to do with the period of time and 
indicates something of importance to the honored individual. Did you 
know animals represent many di� erent things:

 Bunny, butter� y, lamb, and snake – 
 resurrection and peace

  Dove – peace, resurrection, the Holy Spirit

 Fish – Jesus

 Geese – nature

  Hawk and Eagle – war or military service

 Lion – a guardian and guards against evil
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Your Support Matters!  Please help us ensure Elmwood Cemetery and Arboretum 
remains a sanctuary for all by donating today.

2018 will be a year of outstanding programming and continued restoration at Elmwood. Your 
donations make our work possible and permit us to better serve our Elmwood community.  Take 
a look at the newsletter for our upcoming events and at Elmwood’s website for a glimpse into 
what your donations enable.  I thank you for your past support and I hope you will consider 
donating this year to the Historic Elmwood Foundation.  The Foundation is a 501(c) 3 nonpro� t 

and all donations are fully tax deductible as permitted by law.  
Please use the enclosed envelope to mail your donation today!  
Thank you again for your continuing support of our educational 
programming, community events and restoration needs.

Warmest regards.

Over the years we have been blessed to receive donations from 
people who have chosen to remember Elmwood in their will.  We 
are quite grateful for this legacy.  If you would like to include the 
Historic Elmwood Foundation, language for a gift to be made 
following your death is simple and can be incorporated into a 
new will or added by an amendment to your existing will. Please 
contact Joan Capuano, Executive Director of the Historic 
Elmwood Foundation, for assistance or visit our website.

Elmwood Cemetery has prime lots available for individuals and 
families. In addition, the Cemetery working with the Historic 
Elmwood Foundation has designated nine large family lots 
available for purchase. The lots are located throughout the 
property and range in size from 20’ x 20’ to 20’ x 30’.  They are the 
perfect size for your family mausoleum or large memorial. These 
special lots are only available through the Foundation and 
include a donation to the Foundation. 

Please contact the o�  ce sta�  if you are interested in any lot 
at Elmwood.
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donors, who supported the Historic Elmwood Foundation and 
Elmwood Cemetery in 2017. 
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Carolyn Kaye Smith
Cassandra & Phillip Smith
Dr. Kathleen and Mr. Jesse Smith
Eleanor B. Stephenson
Robert Tighe
Ms. Elizabeth Vasiu
Louielene Williams
Dr. Carla & Ms. Stephanie Wright
Mary Younke

MEMBER ($49 and below) 
Mrs. Kimberly F. Baubie
Eleanore A. Brown
Carolyn Burgette
Gloria Chappelle 
Mrs. Daisy Counsel
Ernestine Davis Cox
Charles A. DuCharme III
Mrs. Robert G. Frear
Charlene Gri�  n
Ralph D. Harmon
Patricia Ibbotson
Ms. Mary Jenifer-Durant
Max C. Jones, Jr.
Paul & Nancy Malefyt
Tillie M. Maxey
John Mills
Mrs. Clara B. Mortiboy
Mr. David Moss
George Marshall Murphy
Joan Parker-Jones
David Post
Judith Ruskin
Mr. & Mrs. Don F. Schimmel
Richard Snyder
Arlene Starghill
Patsy Steele
Bill & Evie Stieler
Karolyn Kate Swad
Theresa W. Trone
Michelle Ullery
Patricia J. Usher
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Watson
Mrs. James R. Wilson
Mr. & Mrs. Lorenzo Woods
Mrs. Mary Anne Zinn

In Honor Of 
The Campau Family
Joannie Capuano
Adolph Cox 
Crawford-Boyd-Turner Family
Duncan, Jane and Janet Currie
Brent Ellis
Kit E. Floyd, Sr. 
Curtis and Bernice Hudson  
Fr. Steven J. Kelly
The Arthur B. McGraw Family
Mrs. Charlie A. Powell and Mr. John Powell
The Tremendous Elmwood Sta� 

In Loving Memory 
Rev. Nathinal and Nannie Albritton
Judge Alex J. Allen Jr.
Norma L. Anderson
Terry Banks
Mary M. Bisgrove
Justus Brandau
Clarence P. Broadnax
Andrew Lee Brown and Willie Mae Brown
Glodene S. Brown
Dr. James M. Burgette
Dr. Adger Butler, Jr.
Linda L. Byas
Alburiance Cain (Bernice)
Auerette & Hamilton Carhartt and 
 Wylie & Gretchen Carharrt
Herman Carter
Ruby Carter 
Frank & Lillie Mae Clark
Virginia & Frederick Colby, Jr.
James W. Coleman 
Sophie Craighead & William Craighead
Brett Bentley Crawford
Ann Crumley
Annie Lee Curry
Irv E., John M., John J., and Nellie Denstaedt

Elvia G. Estes
Johnnie Mae Bowden Faison
Patricia Smith Floyd
Ernestine Floyd
Elizabeth Denison Forth
Ophelia Foster
Barbara Jane Frederick (Emmons)
Katherine (Russel) & Wendell C. Goddard 
Frederick C. Gorman
Anita Gray
Mary E. Gri�  n
Gri�  ths and Jenness Families
Marilyn Harmon
Charles & Caroline Helden
Theodore R. Hodges, Jr.
Valeria P. Hodges & John C. Hodges
Charles H. Hodges
Kenneth G. Holmes
Douglas Houghton
Cleodie Houser
Reverend Howard Hughes
Agnes Inglis
Thomas Jackson, Jr.
Jack Johnson
Mayzell R. Jones & Ellan Marie Jackson  
Adolph Koss
Robert Palmer Lambrecht
Allen Ledyard
Henry B. Ledyard
William Lewis & Bessie Mae Lewis
Donald and Helen Lindow
Willie D. Lynn
Gordon William Lloyd
Phillip W. Lowe
Mrs. Robbie M. Lowe
Michael Marantic
Adam Marshall Family
James E. Maxey
Allen C. McElroy
Nathan McGuire
Dr. Norman McRae, Jr., Ph.D.
I.B.Mitchell and Thelma Mitchell
Ida Mae Mitchell  
John & Reva Mitchell
Mable Molitor
Nall and Candler Family
Ida Odell Shaw Parker
Christopher Parks
Corrine Perry
Sarah Goddard Power
Rosa Lee Price
Charles Regnerus
Emma Brandaw Reinhard & Adam Reinhard
Naomi Riley
Pvt. Timothy Robinson
Hertha Russow
George Sanders
Wesson & Winifred Seyburn
Emily Meginnity Seydel
Alfred J. Sims
Norma Smith
David Smith Jr.
James O. Smith
Gilda Snowden-Artist
Marian Janet Norvell Snyder
Myzell & Robin H. Sowell
Tommie L. Stan� eld Sr.  
Lori Stanford
Don Stange
David W. Stapleton
Otis C. Starghill, Sr.
Stieler Family Relatives
Nolan & Everlyn Street 
Kamal S. Swad
Norman J. Tabor Jr.
Jearline Turner
Judge David Cooper Vokes 
Arthur L. Walker
Cameron & Anne Waterman 
Dr. Ruth Whipple
Charlie and Claudette Williams
Juanita Williams & Samuel Williams
Mrs. Eola Cu�  Wills
James R. Wilson
Sims E. Woods
Jack C. Younke

We sincerely regret any errors or 
admissions in the listing.



Thousands visit Elmwood each year.  We hope you will be one 
of them this year.  Perhaps you would like to participate in an 
event, sit by our restored pond area, run or bicycle on our 
roads, watch for the migration of birds, photograph or sketch, 
walk along our grounds appreciating our outdoor sculpture 
garden, perennials and majestic trees, or simply relax in this 
quiet setting just minutes from the hustle and bustle of 
downtown Detroit.  We hope you and your friends will come 
and experience Elmwood.

All events are free of charge but they do require advance 
reservations by emailing jcapuano@elmcem.org or by calling 
Joan on 313/801-1971.  

Elmwood events start at the guesthouse – please park along 
the pond road.  A variety of events are scheduled each month 
throughout the year.  We hope you will check our website, 
www.elmwoodhistoriccemetery.org, for future happenings 
at Elmwood.  We will also send emails to keep you informed 
directly as the year progresses.  Please update your contact 
information to ensure we have the appropriate email and 
contact information for you.

Birding 
Elmwood is pleased to partner with Detroit Audubon Society 
and Rosann Kovalcek of Wild Birds Unlimited to o� er programs 
for our birding enthusiasts. Following the guided walk we will 
meet in the chapel to discuss the various species seen, 
migration, habitat, and to enjoy refreshments. Elmwood 
is hosting a special young birders’ event for young families 
this summer.  

 Come Experience Elmwood!

Events

Calendar of Events at Elmwood Cemetery

Take Advantage of our Educational Materials 

JANUARY 27   Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

FEBRUARY 10 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 1 p.m.

FEBRUARY 12  African American Heritage Tour, noon

MARCH 3  Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

MARCH 30  Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

APRIL 2  Summer Begonia Floral Bed Sales Begin

APRIL 27  Arbor Day Celebration, 9 a.m.

APRIL 29  Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

MAY 1  Spring/Summer Grounds Access Hours 
 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. Daily

MAY 8  Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 
 5:30 p.m. *Evening event

MAY 12  Spring Tree & History Tour, 10 a.m.

MAY 19  Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

MAY 28  Memorial Day Commemoration, noon 
 – NEW Event

JUNE 2 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

JUNE 8 Young Birders event with Detroit Audubon 
 Society, 4:30 p.m. *Evening event

JUNE 9  Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m.

JULY 6 Tombstone Tales Tour, 4:00 p.m. 

AUGUST 8 Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m.

AUGUST 22 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 
 5:30 p.m. *Evening event

SEPTEMBER 8 Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m.

SEPTEMBER 15 Fall/Winter Grounds Access Hours 
 begin 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. Daily

SEPTEMBER 22 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

OCTOBER 1 Sale of Winter Evergreen Wreaths Begins

OCTOBER 19 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

OCTOBER 20 Fall Tree & History Tour, 8:30 a.m.

OCTOBER 27 Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m.

NOVEMBER 2 Tombstone Tales “Around the Pond”  Tour, 9 a.m.

NOVEMBER 2 All Souls Requiem Mass, 10 a.m., Chapel

NOVEMBER 9 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

NOVEMBER 12 Veterans Day Commemoration – 
 34th Annual, 10 a.m., Civil War Section
* Consistent with the national observance of Veterans Day

DECEMBER 1 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

Keep an eye on our website or send a message to 
jcapuano@elmcem.org and you will be added to 
Elmwood’s email list. 

Elmwood Trees – Detroit’s First 
Certi� ed Arboretum  
• Arbor Day Celebration  Join our grounds crew and local 
 school children as we plant trees in honor of Arbor Day 
 and talk about the importance of trees to our environment, 
 how to care for them and how they are used in producing 
 every day products. 

• Tree Tours are held in the spring and fall.  Join us as we and 
 a certi� ed arborist talk about the history of Elmwood and 
 some of the di� erent species among our 1,450 trees in this 
 walking tour.  Of course trees are also discussed during our 
 bird walks and our history tours.  

• Tree Identi� cation Class  Arborist shares her knowledge in 
 how to identify trees through leaf shape and color, bark type, 
 buds and growth. Watch Elmwood’s website for class dates.

Tombstone Tales History Tours  

Elmwood is delighted to o� er guided walking tours 
throughout the year. The tours are approximately 90 minutes 
and are held in all weather.  Learn the stories of those interred 
at Elmwood. Or perhaps you would prefer a smaller tour – 
Private and group tours are also available by contacting 
Joan Capuano.

The Historic Elmwood Foundation has prepared various pieces 
to aid our visitors when at Elmwood Cemetery. Please check 
our website and the o�  ce for the free material:

Self-guided Maps and Audio Tours

 • African American Heritage – From the 1800s through 
  present day, Elmwood is proud to honor many key African 
  American leaders.  It includes, among others, abolitionists, 
  attorneys, business leaders, entertainers, religious leaders, 
  teachers, and historians.

 • Business Visionaries – Many Detroit business leaders were 
  visionary, smart, persistent, in� uential and passionate.  
  They, along with many others, took advantage of the 
  ability to establish and grow businesses here.  This tour 
  highlights some of the people who had a signi� cant 
  impact on growing Detroit into one of the most dynamic 
  cities in the world.

 • Leadership Legacies – Elmwood is the � nal resting place 
  of 7 governors, 11 US senators, and 30 Detroit mayors.  
  They recognized and met the real need for civic 
  responsibility at times when the city and country were 
  undergoing dramatic change.

Elmwood Biographies – Elmwood has signi� cantly expanded 
its information on people in the cemetery and we include 
photos where possible.

Arboretum Tours – Elmwood developed self-guided tree 
tours, dividing the 86-acres into three maps highlighting 
deciduous, � owering and 
evergreen trees throughout 
the property.  The actual 
trees have a tree 
identi� cation marker with 
the scienti� c and common 
name as well as a QR code 
if you have a smart device, 
you can use this code 
to learn more about 
the species.

Birding Species List – Our 
birding list continues to 
grow. Please let us know 
if you spy additional 
species during your 
walks on our grounds.

Memorial Day Inaugural Event  

Please join us this May 28th at noon.  We will gather pond-side 
for a brief ceremony to honor those who have passed away.  
Light refreshments will be available. In the event of rain, 
please meet in the cemetery chapel.

The Elmwood Family of Cemeteries

(313) 567-3453
1200 Elmwood Avenue  Detroit, MI 48207www.ElmwoodHistoricCemetery.org

 Cemetery
HISTORICElmwood

TREE TOUR: Center Sections

Elmwood Cemetery was established in 1846 and incorporated in 1849 as a non-profit corporation by an act of the Michigan Legislature. In the 1890s, prominent landscape architect Frederick Law Olmsted was hired to provide guidance to the cemetery Trustees on how best to re-design the grounds. The cemetery incorporated Michigan’s native plants and trees that would thrive in our environment, large stands of trees to provide shade for visitors  and roadways designed to follow the natural slope of the land. In 2015 Elmwood Cemetery was certified as a Level 1 Arboretum by Morton Arboretum and the ArbNet Arboretum Accreditation Program, making Elmwood Detroit’s first certified arboretum. Visitors enjoy Elmwood’s park-like setting every day of the year, using the grounds to walk, ride bikes, bird watch, picnic and of course contemplate the serenity of the area while visiting family.

Elmwood’s Outdoor Sculpture Garden
Elmwood Cemetery’s unique display of memorial art creates a lasting 
legacy, from towering obelisks to � at markers. The decorative 
symbolism of memorials has much to do with the period of time and 
indicates something of importance to the honored individual. Did you 
know animals represent many di� erent things:

 Bunny, butter� y, lamb, and snake – 
 resurrection and peace

  Dove – peace, resurrection, the Holy Spirit

 Fish – Jesus

 Geese – nature

  Hawk and Eagle – war or military service

 Lion – a guardian and guards against evil



Thousands visit Elmwood each year.  We hope you will be one 
of them this year.  Perhaps you would like to participate in an 
event, sit by our restored pond area, run or bicycle on our 
roads, watch for the migration of birds, photograph or sketch, 
walk along our grounds appreciating our outdoor sculpture 
garden, perennials and majestic trees, or simply relax in this 
quiet setting just minutes from the hustle and bustle of 
downtown Detroit.  We hope you and your friends will come 
and experience Elmwood.

All events are free of charge but they do require advance 
reservations by emailing jcapuano@elmcem.org or by calling 
Joan on 313/801-1971.  

Elmwood events start at the guesthouse – please park along 
the pond road.  A variety of events are scheduled each month 
throughout the year.  We hope you will check our website, 
www.elmwoodhistoriccemetery.org, for future happenings 
at Elmwood.  We will also send emails to keep you informed 
directly as the year progresses.  Please update your contact 
information to ensure we have the appropriate email and 
contact information for you.

Birding 
Elmwood is pleased to partner with Detroit Audubon Society 
and Rosann Kovalcek of Wild Birds Unlimited to o� er programs 
for our birding enthusiasts. Following the guided walk we will 
meet in the chapel to discuss the various species seen, 
migration, habitat, and to enjoy refreshments. Elmwood 
is hosting a special young birders’ event for young families 
this summer.  
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Calendar of Events at Elmwood Cemetery

Take Advantage of our Educational Materials 

JANUARY 27   Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

FEBRUARY 10 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 1 p.m.

FEBRUARY 12  African American Heritage Tour, noon

MARCH 3  Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

MARCH 30  Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

APRIL 2  Summer Begonia Floral Bed Sales Begin

APRIL 27  Arbor Day Celebration, 9 a.m.

APRIL 29  Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

MAY 1  Spring/Summer Grounds Access Hours 
 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. Daily

MAY 8  Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 
 5:30 p.m. *Evening event

MAY 12  Spring Tree & History Tour, 10 a.m.
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JUNE 8 Young Birders event with Detroit Audubon 
 Society, 4:30 p.m. *Evening event

JUNE 9  Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m.

JULY 6 Tombstone Tales Tour, 4:00 p.m. 

AUGUST 8 Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m.

AUGUST 22 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 
 5:30 p.m. *Evening event

SEPTEMBER 8 Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m.

SEPTEMBER 15 Fall/Winter Grounds Access Hours 
 begin 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. Daily

SEPTEMBER 22 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

OCTOBER 1 Sale of Winter Evergreen Wreaths Begins

OCTOBER 19 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

OCTOBER 20 Fall Tree & History Tour, 8:30 a.m.

OCTOBER 27 Tombstone Tales Tour, 8:30 a.m.

NOVEMBER 2 Tombstone Tales “Around the Pond”  Tour, 9 a.m.

NOVEMBER 2 All Souls Requiem Mass, 10 a.m., Chapel

NOVEMBER 9 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

NOVEMBER 12 Veterans Day Commemoration – 
 34th Annual, 10 a.m., Civil War Section
* Consistent with the national observance of Veterans Day

DECEMBER 1 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

Keep an eye on our website or send a message to 
jcapuano@elmcem.org and you will be added to 
Elmwood’s email list. 
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Certi� ed Arboretum  
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 school children as we plant trees in honor of Arbor Day 
 and talk about the importance of trees to our environment, 
 how to care for them and how they are used in producing 
 every day products. 
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 a certi� ed arborist talk about the history of Elmwood and 
 some of the di� erent species among our 1,450 trees in this 
 walking tour.  Of course trees are also discussed during our 
 bird walks and our history tours.  

• Tree Identi� cation Class  Arborist shares her knowledge in 
 how to identify trees through leaf shape and color, bark type, 
 buds and growth. Watch Elmwood’s website for class dates.

Tombstone Tales History Tours  

Elmwood is delighted to o� er guided walking tours 
throughout the year. The tours are approximately 90 minutes 
and are held in all weather.  Learn the stories of those interred 
at Elmwood. Or perhaps you would prefer a smaller tour – 
Private and group tours are also available by contacting 
Joan Capuano.

The Historic Elmwood Foundation has prepared various pieces 
to aid our visitors when at Elmwood Cemetery. Please check 
our website and the o�  ce for the free material:

Self-guided Maps and Audio Tours

 • African American Heritage – From the 1800s through 
  present day, Elmwood is proud to honor many key African 
  American leaders.  It includes, among others, abolitionists, 
  attorneys, business leaders, entertainers, religious leaders, 
  teachers, and historians.

 • Business Visionaries – Many Detroit business leaders were 
  visionary, smart, persistent, in� uential and passionate.  
  They, along with many others, took advantage of the 
  ability to establish and grow businesses here.  This tour 
  highlights some of the people who had a signi� cant 
  impact on growing Detroit into one of the most dynamic 
  cities in the world.

 • Leadership Legacies – Elmwood is the � nal resting place 
  of 7 governors, 11 US senators, and 30 Detroit mayors.  
  They recognized and met the real need for civic 
  responsibility at times when the city and country were 
  undergoing dramatic change.

Elmwood Biographies – Elmwood has signi� cantly expanded 
its information on people in the cemetery and we include 
photos where possible.
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tours, dividing the 86-acres into three maps highlighting 
deciduous, � owering and 
evergreen trees throughout 
the property.  The actual 
trees have a tree 
identi� cation marker with 
the scienti� c and common 
name as well as a QR code 
if you have a smart device, 
you can use this code 
to learn more about 
the species.
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birding list continues to 
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if you spy additional 
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Memorial Day Inaugural Event  

Please join us this May 28th at noon.  We will gather pond-side 
for a brief ceremony to honor those who have passed away.  
Light refreshments will be available. In the event of rain, 
please meet in the cemetery chapel.
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D I S C O V E R  M O R E  A B O U T  E L M W O O D
Visit www.elmwoodhistoriccemetry.org

U P D AT E  YO U R  C O N TA C T  I N F O R M AT I O N
We would like to make sure we have the most recent 
contact information for you.  We know you would like to 
be kept informed of rule changes or issues that a� ect 
your lot, as well as cemetery activities.  Please update 
your telephone number, address, and email through our 
website www.elmwoodhistoriccemetery.org, contact 
us, by calling the o�  ce on (313) 567-3453, or by email 
at jcapuano@elmcem.org.  

 Follow us on Instagram!  
 Elmwood Cemetery Detroit

Our Mission:
To preserve the history and educational signi� cance 
of Elmwood Cemetery and those laid to rest in the 
cemetery; and to develop social, cultural, and 
educational programs to bene� t the community.

1200 Elmwood Avenue
Detroit, Michigan 48207
Phone: 313-567-3453
Fax: 313-567-8861
www.elmwoodhistoriccemetery.org

Spring and Summer  
Cemetery Hours 

Cemetery Grounds Access
May to Sept. 15th  
7 a.m. – 7 p.m. Daily

Office Hours
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Mondays – Fridays
9 a.m. – noon Saturdays
Closed on Sundays

MESSAGE FROM TERRY P. BOOK 
PRESIDENT, HISTORIC ELMWOOD FOUNDATION 

Your Support Matters!  Please help us ensure Elmwood Cemetery and Arboretum 
remains a sanctuary for all by donating today.

2018 will be a year of outstanding programming and continued restoration at Elmwood. Your 
donations make our work possible and permit us to better serve our Elmwood community.  Take 
a look at the newsletter for our upcoming events and at Elmwood’s website for a glimpse into 
what your donations enable.  I thank you for your past support and I hope you will consider 
donating this year to the Historic Elmwood Foundation.  The Foundation is a 501(c) 3 nonpro� t 

and all donations are fully tax deductible as permitted by law.  
Please use the enclosed envelope to mail your donation today!  
Thank you again for your continuing support of our educational 
programming, community events and restoration needs.

Warmest regards.

Over the years we have been blessed to receive donations from 
people who have chosen to remember Elmwood in their will.  We 
are quite grateful for this legacy.  If you would like to include the 
Historic Elmwood Foundation, language for a gift to be made 
following your death is simple and can be incorporated into a 
new will or added by an amendment to your existing will. Please 
contact Joan Capuano, Executive Director of the Historic 
Elmwood Foundation, for assistance or visit our website.

Elmwood Cemetery has prime lots available for individuals and 
families. In addition, the Cemetery working with the Historic 
Elmwood Foundation has designated nine large family lots 
available for purchase. The lots are located throughout the 
property and range in size from 20’ x 20’ to 20’ x 30’.  They are the 
perfect size for your family mausoleum or large memorial. These 
special lots are only available through the Foundation and 
include a donation to the Foundation. 

Please contact the o�  ce sta�  if you are interested in any lot 
at Elmwood.

Foundation Contributors We are thankful for the many friends, including anonymous 
donors, who supported the Historic Elmwood Foundation and 
Elmwood Cemetery in 2017. 
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Doris M. Broadnax
Martin Brosnan
Mr. & Mrs. William Butler
James N. Candler, Jr.
Johnnie C. Colbert
Carolyn Coleman
Mr. & Mrs. Gary A. Colett
Keith & Mary Kay Crain
Mrs. Jack M. Cudlip
Dr. Neil J. Currie
Kim DeMeulemeester
Patrick & Della Edrington
Vernell Engram
Clara Smith Hayes
Julie Herrada
Judy Hodges and Peter Norton 
Gwendolyn F. Johnson
Dr. Barbara M. Jones
Mr. Edward Kern
Mrs. Joan Long
Phelan and Ciara Lowe
Barbara & Dennis Lund
Juanita S. McElroy
Benjamin and Anne Paddock III
Ms. Mariette  Potvin
Virginia Regnerus
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred R. Reuther, Jr.
Ms. Johnnie B. Robinson
Mrs. Douglas F. Roby, Jr.
Mrs. Odessa Rogers
Ms. Herland Sanders

Macrina Seitz
Wife of Alfred Sims-LaVerne 
Carolyn Kaye Smith
Cassandra & Phillip Smith
Dr. Kathleen and Mr. Jesse Smith
Eleanor B. Stephenson
Robert Tighe
Ms. Elizabeth Vasiu
Louielene Williams
Dr. Carla & Ms. Stephanie Wright
Mary Younke

MEMBER ($49 and below) 
Mrs. Kimberly F. Baubie
Eleanore A. Brown
Carolyn Burgette
Gloria Chappelle 
Mrs. Daisy Counsel
Ernestine Davis Cox
Charles A. DuCharme III
Mrs. Robert G. Frear
Charlene Gri�  n
Ralph D. Harmon
Patricia Ibbotson
Ms. Mary Jenifer-Durant
Max C. Jones, Jr.
Paul & Nancy Malefyt
Tillie M. Maxey
John Mills
Mrs. Clara B. Mortiboy
Mr. David Moss
George Marshall Murphy
Joan Parker-Jones
David Post
Judith Ruskin
Mr. & Mrs. Don F. Schimmel
Richard Snyder
Arlene Starghill
Patsy Steele
Bill & Evie Stieler
Karolyn Kate Swad
Theresa W. Trone
Michelle Ullery
Patricia J. Usher
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Watson
Mrs. James R. Wilson
Mr. & Mrs. Lorenzo Woods
Mrs. Mary Anne Zinn

In Honor Of 
The Campau Family
Joannie Capuano
Adolph Cox 
Crawford-Boyd-Turner Family
Duncan, Jane and Janet Currie
Brent Ellis
Kit E. Floyd, Sr. 
Curtis and Bernice Hudson  
Fr. Steven J. Kelly
The Arthur B. McGraw Family
Mrs. Charlie A. Powell and Mr. John Powell
The Tremendous Elmwood Sta� 

In Loving Memory 
Rev. Nathinal and Nannie Albritton
Judge Alex J. Allen Jr.
Norma L. Anderson
Terry Banks
Mary M. Bisgrove
Justus Brandau
Clarence P. Broadnax
Andrew Lee Brown and Willie Mae Brown
Glodene S. Brown
Dr. James M. Burgette
Dr. Adger Butler, Jr.
Linda L. Byas
Alburiance Cain (Bernice)
Auerette & Hamilton Carhartt and 
 Wylie & Gretchen Carharrt
Herman Carter
Ruby Carter 
Frank & Lillie Mae Clark
Virginia & Frederick Colby, Jr.
James W. Coleman 
Sophie Craighead & William Craighead
Brett Bentley Crawford
Ann Crumley
Annie Lee Curry
Irv E., John M., John J., and Nellie Denstaedt

Elvia G. Estes
Johnnie Mae Bowden Faison
Patricia Smith Floyd
Ernestine Floyd
Elizabeth Denison Forth
Ophelia Foster
Barbara Jane Frederick (Emmons)
Katherine (Russel) & Wendell C. Goddard 
Frederick C. Gorman
Anita Gray
Mary E. Gri�  n
Gri�  ths and Jenness Families
Marilyn Harmon
Charles & Caroline Helden
Theodore R. Hodges, Jr.
Valeria P. Hodges & John C. Hodges
Charles H. Hodges
Kenneth G. Holmes
Douglas Houghton
Cleodie Houser
Reverend Howard Hughes
Agnes Inglis
Thomas Jackson, Jr.
Jack Johnson
Mayzell R. Jones & Ellan Marie Jackson  
Adolph Koss
Robert Palmer Lambrecht
Allen Ledyard
Henry B. Ledyard
William Lewis & Bessie Mae Lewis
Donald and Helen Lindow
Willie D. Lynn
Gordon William Lloyd
Phillip W. Lowe
Mrs. Robbie M. Lowe
Michael Marantic
Adam Marshall Family
James E. Maxey
Allen C. McElroy
Nathan McGuire
Dr. Norman McRae, Jr., Ph.D.
I.B.Mitchell and Thelma Mitchell
Ida Mae Mitchell  
John & Reva Mitchell
Mable Molitor
Nall and Candler Family
Ida Odell Shaw Parker
Christopher Parks
Corrine Perry
Sarah Goddard Power
Rosa Lee Price
Charles Regnerus
Emma Brandaw Reinhard & Adam Reinhard
Naomi Riley
Pvt. Timothy Robinson
Hertha Russow
George Sanders
Wesson & Winifred Seyburn
Emily Meginnity Seydel
Alfred J. Sims
Norma Smith
David Smith Jr.
James O. Smith
Gilda Snowden-Artist
Marian Janet Norvell Snyder
Myzell & Robin H. Sowell
Tommie L. Stan� eld Sr.  
Lori Stanford
Don Stange
David W. Stapleton
Otis C. Starghill, Sr.
Stieler Family Relatives
Nolan & Everlyn Street 
Kamal S. Swad
Norman J. Tabor Jr.
Jearline Turner
Judge David Cooper Vokes 
Arthur L. Walker
Cameron & Anne Waterman 
Dr. Ruth Whipple
Charlie and Claudette Williams
Juanita Williams & Samuel Williams
Mrs. Eola Cu�  Wills
James R. Wilson
Sims E. Woods
Jack C. Younke

We sincerely regret any errors or 
admissions in the listing.


