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Spring and Summer 
Cemetery Hours 

Cemetery Grounds Access 
7 a.m. – 7 p.m. Daily (May – Sept. 15)

Office Hours 
9 a.m.  – 4 p.m. Monday – Friday 

9 a.m.  – noon Saturday 
This office is closed on Sundays.

1200 Elmwood Avenue 
Detroit, Michigan 48207

Phone: 313-567-3453 
Fax: 313-567-8861

www.elmwoodhistoriccemetery.org



HAS “SPRUNG” 

Our days are getting longer. Grasses are greening. 
Bushes and trees are budding. Flowers are 
beginning to show their colors. Nests hold 

chirpers. This is a beautiful time to see all the signs of 
rebirth at Elmwood Cemetery. Our grounds are open daily 
at 7 a.m.  We hope you will take the opportunity to visit the 
cemetery. You are welcome to visit on your own or with 
family and friends. If you are looking for a uniquely 
Elmwood activity, we offer birding, guided tours, special 
events and ceremonies, and our arboretum programming.  
Look inside for more information and PLEASE JOIN US!  

SpringSpring



HAS “SPRUNG” 

Follow us on Instagram!  
Elmwood Cemetery Detroit
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MESSAGE FROM TERRY BOOK 
President, Historic Elmwood Foundation

Historic Elmwood Foundation Board of 
Directors pictured front row, Mimi Crawford 
and Terry Book; back row John Snyder and 
Jim Deutchman. 

Not pictured Reverend Steven J. Kelly and 
Susan Rohde.

Your Support Matters!  Please help us ensure Elmwood Cemetery 
remains a sanctuary for all by donating today.

2023 will be a year of outstanding programming and continued restoration at 

Elmwood. Your donations make our work possible and permit us to better serve our 

Elmwood community. On behalf of the cemetery trustees and foundation’s directors, I 

thank you for your past support and I hope you will consider donating this year to the 

Historic Elmwood Foundation. The Foundation is a 501(c)3 non-profit and all 

donations are fully tax deductible as permitted by law.  Please use the enclosed 

envelope to mail your donation today! You may also make your donation online 

through our website, www.elmwoodhistoriccemetery.org. Thank you again for your 

continuing support of our educational programming, community events and 

restoration needs here at Elmwood Cemetery.

Warmest regards.

Our Mission:
To preserve the history and educational significance  

of Elmwood Cemetery; and to develop social, 

cultural, and educational programs to benefit  

the community.



Elmwood is pleased to partner with Detroit 

Audubon Society to offer monthly 

programing for our birding enthusiasts. 

Following the guided walk, we will meet in the 

chapel to discuss the various species seen, 

migration, habitat, and to enjoy refreshments.  

Register for birding events through our partner at 

www.detroitaudubon.org  Space is limited. 

BIRDING MIGRATION 
SEASON IS UPON US!

JANUARY 7 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 8:30 a.m.

JANUARY 14 African American Heritage Tour, 10 a.m. 

FEBRUARY 18 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 8:30 a.m.

FEBRUARY 19  African American Heritage Tour, noon 

MARCH 18 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 8:30 a.m.

APRIL 8 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 8:30 a.m.

APRIL 15 Tombstone Tales Tour, 9 a.m.

APRIL 28 Arbor & Earth Day Celebration, 9:30 a.m.

MAY 1 Spring/Summer Grounds Access Hours  
 7 a.m. -7 p.m. Daily

MAY 13 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 8:30 a.m. 
 Spring Tree & History Tour, noon

MAY 29 Memorial Day. Please honor your loved one with  
 a complimentary carnation.  Available at 9 a.m.  
 Quantities are limited. 

JUNE 4  Tree Identification Class, noon.  Gatehouse 

JUNE 10 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 8:30 a.m. 
 Tombstone Tales Tour, 11 a.m. 

JUNE 19 Underground Railroad Tour, 9 a.m.  
 In honor of Juneteenth.

JULY 1 Tombstone Tales Tour, 9 a.m. 

JULY 8 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 8:30 a.m.

AUGUST 5 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 8:30 a.m.  
 Tombstone Tales Tour, 11:00 a.m. 

SEPTEMBER 9 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 8:30 a.m.  
 Tombstone Tales Tour, 11:00 a.m. 

SEPTEMBER 11 Patriots Day Tour and Flower Placement, 9 a.m.  
 Civil War Lot

SEPTEMBER 15 Fall/Winter Grounds Access Hours  
 begin 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. Daily

OCTOBER 7 Fall Tree & History Tour, 9 a.m.

OCTOBER 9 Kids Fun Run, Le Run for Le Rouge supports  
 Detroit youth soccer programs, 10 a.m.

OCTOBER 14 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 8:30 a.m.

NOVEMBER 2 Tombstone Tales “Around the Pond” Tour, 9 a.m.

NOVEMBER 2 All Souls Requiem Mass, 10 a.m., Chapel

NOVEMBER 11 Veterans Day Commemoration – 39th Annual,  
 10 a.m., Civil War Section

NOVEMBER 12 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 8:30 a.m. 
 Tombstone Tales Tour, 11:00 a.m.

DECEMBER 9 Birding with Detroit Audubon Society, 9 a.m.

E L M W O O D  C E M E T E R Y  
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For updates, keep an eye on our 
website or send a message to 
jcapuano@elmcem.org and you will  
be added to Elmwood’s email list.  
www.elmwoodhistoriccemetery.org 



Elmwood is delighted to offer guided walking  

tours throughout the year. The tours are 

approximately 90 minutes and are held in  

all weather. Learn the stories of those interred at  

Elmwood. Or perhaps you would prefer a smaller  

tour – private and group tours are also available  

by contacting Joan Capuano.

Join our grounds crew and local school children as we 

plant trees in honor of Arbor Day and talk about the 

importance of trees to our environment, how to care for 

them and how they are used in producing everyday 

products. April 28, 9:30 a.m.

The Master Certified Arborist shares his knowledge in 

how to identify trees through leaf shape and color, bark 

type, buds, and growth. June 4th noon.

All events require reservations by emailing  
jcapuano@elmcem.org or by calling Joan  
at 313/801-1971. Check our website,  
www.elmwoodhistoriccemetery.org for more  
information, and for newly added events.

Join us as we and master certified arborist Todd 

Fleishans talk about the history of Elmwood and some of 

the different species among our 1,450 trees in this 

walking tour. Of course, trees are also discussed during 

our bird walks and our history tours. Tours held in the 

spring and fall.   

TOMBSTONE TALES  
HISTORY TOURS

ARBOR DAY CELEBRATION 

TREE IDENTIFICATION 
CLASS 

TREE TOURS



E lmwood Cemetery’s unique display of memorial art 
creates a lasting legacy, from towering obelisks to 
flat markers. The decorative symbolism of 

memorials has much to do with the period of time and 
indicates something of importance to the honored 
individual. Many of these symbols as memorial art date to 
Victorian era influences in the 19th century 

Today, we are highlighting “bronze” monuments which 
became popular as memorial art during this time. The 
Monumental Bronze Company of Bridgeport was the only 
producer of this unique type of grave marker in the United 
States between 1874 and 1914. These monuments were 
dubbed white bronze even though they were bluish gray 
and actually were composed of zinc, not bronze. They 
were made from sand molds that were fused together, 
sandblasted, and lacquered to produce the finished 
product. The detail achieved as you can see on the 
photos was extraordinary and has not been retouched 
over the years. The Monumental Bronze Company’s 
subsidiary here in Detroit, placed several monuments and 
markers at Elmwood. Memorial products were sold until 
armament needs took over the company in order to make 
gun mounts and munitions for World War I and eventually 
fabricated castings for automobile and radio parts and 
kitchen equipment.

ELMWOOD’S OUTDOOR  
SCULPTURE GARDEN

Elmwood is thankful for being designated as the 

project to commemorate the 125th Anniversary of 

this great organization. The NSCDA – MI promotes 

appreciation for and understanding of the events and 

people that helped shape our country. Many of its 

members have been longtime supporters of Elmwood and 

our events. In 2022, they generously supported the 

restoration of Elmwood’s Civil War Lot in section S.   

The work was completed just before our annual Veterans 

Day Celebration and looks wonderful. This lot is an 

important part of several events at Elmwood and now it is 

restored to its original design. 

Thank you Dames, and in particular President Julia 

Boomer and Anniversary Chair Gioconda McMillan, 

for your support!

NATIONAL SOCIETY OF 
COLONIAL DAMES OF 
AMERICA – MICHIGAN



F O U N D A T I O N  C O N T R I B U T O R S
PRESERVATION CIRCLE  
($5,000 and above)
Dr. Andrew Brown Jr.
David Frear
The National Society of Colonial Dames of 

America in Michigan
The Elizabeth, Allan & Warren Shelden Fund

BENEFACTOR  
($1,000-$4,999)
Mike & Betsy Bernard
Richard S. & Karna S. Bodman
Antoinette Book
Terry Book
Michael & Virginia Carter
Mr. & Mrs. William Chope
Elizabeth Thurber Crawford
James and Cathy Deutchman  

Philanthropic Fund
Theodore Hodges, III
Mary Waterman Lunt
Mr. & Mrs. Francis W. McMillan, II
The Sylvia Pevin & George Pevin Foundation

SPONSOR ($500-$999)
Beverly Butler
Constance Mitchell Frame
Legatus Foundation
Peggy Ptasznik
Nicolas Quintana
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Rohde
Rohde Family Foundation
Edgar Seydel
John S. Snyder

DONOR $250-$499
Joannie & John Capuano
Inch Memorials, Richard & Nancy Cardinal
S.M. Carter
Bliss Caulkins Clark
Peter & Jane Dow
Susan & Edgar Howbert
Karpus, Scott & Company, David Brunnning
Elizabeth Kausch
Wendy & William Krag
L. F. Sloane Consulting
McCarthy & Smith, Eileen McCarthy
Priscilla Mead
Roger Pike
Leonard & Kay Robinson
Lynn Schneider
William R. Streng
RMS Consulting, R. Matthew Sweeney
Dr. Leonard Weber
Nancy Lindow & Philip Wolf
Sarah Wreford
FRIEND ($100-$249)
Michael Abbott
Dr. William Anderson
Dr. Anne Armstrong
McMillan Office, Michael Backman
Suzanne Chapin Berl
Robert & Julia Boomer
Cleophus & Janice Lewis Boyd
Gabrielle Bradby-Greene
Cathy & Kevin Broderick
Grace Brown

James N. Candler, Jr.
Marlienne Christian
Frank Clark
Patricia & Gary Colett
Elizabeth Conley
Carroll & Palen Elder
Mary Fleming
Grosse Pointe Farm and Garden Club
Grosse Pointe Neighbors & Newcomers Club
Nancy Hathaway
Julia Hawley
Clara Smith Hayes
Martha S. Henkel
David & Lori Hessell
Joyce Holder Matthews
Robert Holley
Alma Houser
Mrs. William Howenstein
Arthur Buhl Hudson
Jay Hunter
Eddie Hushaw
Diane Irvine
Louise Jenkins
Gwen Johnson
Georgia Johnson
Dorothy Johnson-Jenkins
Judy Hodges & Peter Norton
Miles King
Phyllis Ledyard
Carol & William Lewis
Don & Erica Lindow
Mrs. Joan Long
Michael Maldegen
Marshall Landscaping, Brett Marshall
Margaret Maycock
Mr. and Mrs. James T. McMillan, II
MDL Tree Service, Rick Mlynarek
Beulah Miles
Laureen K. Mohn
Harriet Murray
James Neal
Johnnie Mae Bowden Faison Family
Mrs. Anne Paddock
Dianne Pegg
Glenn Price
Deborah Schimmel 
Gladys Shirley
Nancy Smith
Jesse Smith
Myzell Sowell, Jr.
Marjorie Peabody Stapleton
St. John’s Episcopal, Rev. Fr. Steven Kelly
Peter Stoepel
Jacqueline Tilles
Edward Trowbridge, Jr. 
Elizabeth & Samuel Vasiu
Christiansen Von Wormer
Carolyn Walker
Herbert Weiss
Carolyn White
Margery & Michael Whiteman
Gary T. Whitley, Jr.
Quickie Printing, Richard & Carole Wiseman
Dr. Carla & Ms. Stephanie Wright 

CONTRIBUTOR ($50-$99)
Dorothy Barnes

Mr. Charles Begg
Carolyn Billups
Eleanore Brown
William Butler
Johnnie Colbert
Troy & Brenda Coman
Daisy Counsel
Kim & Terry Cross
Dr. Neil Currie
Charles DuCharme
Carole Harris
William Hughes
Barbara Jones
Audrey Jones-Langston
Carol Marantic
Juanita McElroy
Rebecca McMahon
David Post
Mrs. Virginia Regnerus
Joyce & William Robinson
Mary Roby
Sharon Rupp
Judith Ruskin
Bob & Sharee Schroeder
Nancy & Chris Shotwell
Carolyn Smith
Marian Stephens
Eleanor Stephenson
Barbara Weiss
Bethine Whitney 

MEMBER (UNDER $50)
Mr. Richard Bisgrove
Martin Brosnan
Sharon Carter Smith
Paula Cheek
Janai Davis
Tony & Violet Dawkins
Kim DeMeulemeester
Mary Ford
Mrs. Joan Frear
Dorris Fultz-Pickett
Mrs. Helen Gentry
Pamela Gordon
Denise Gray-Felder
J. Holley
Chuck & Wilma Jones
Susan & William Lindeman
Camilla McKoy
David Moss
Kara Pettis
Donna Rahman Spraggin
Richard Snyder
Patsy Steele
Karolyn Swad
David Whale
Friends of Caryl Williams
Ella Williams
Louielene Williams

IN LOVING MEMORY
Marie Byas
Lorna & Nall Candler
Herman & Catherine Carter
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Clark
Jimmie & Mary Lacey Colbert
Virginia & Frederick Colby

Eugene & Pauline Coxx
Torai A. Dawkins
Mildred J. Singleton-Evans
Johnnie Mae Bowden Faison
Calvin Ford
Eudora B. Gentry
Katherine & Wendell Goddard
Carrie Strickland Gray
Frederick M. Hathaway
Charles & Caroline Heiden
Ted & Jean Hodges
Beatrice & Livingston Holder
Cleodie Houser
Annie Hughes
Hyman Family
Otis Jenkins, Lola Lawrence, &  

Robbie Johnson
Eddie Lee Johnson
Ernest Johnson
Robert Jones
Willie, Joseline (Sally), & Tyrone Jones
Charles & Pauline Kauderer
Donald & Helen Lindow, Ida Lindow, &  

Clare Oetjen
Blanche D. Mapp
Michael B. Marantic
Edward Martin Family
Allen McElroy
Carolyn McMahon
I.B. Mitchell & Thelma Mitchell
Troi Denise Moore
Benjamin H. Paddock, III
Julia Cloteele Rosemond Page
Christopher Parks
Mrs. Charlie A. and Mr. John Powell
Rosa Lee Price
Victor Ptasznik
Charles Regnerus
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard W. Robinson
Don & Kay Schimmel
Emily & Horst Seydel
James O. Smith
Norma Smith
Myzell & Robin H. Sowell
Margart Stoepel
William G. Streng
Kamal Swad
Gerald Emerson Tilles
Arthur Lee Walker
Pearl Warn
Mrs. Eola Cuff Wills
Sims Woods
William B. & Elizabeth R. Wreford
Charles & Louise Wright 

IN HONOR OF
Terry Book
Joannie Frear Capuano
Charles W. Cross & Family
Elmwood Grounds Crew & Staff
Griffiths & Jenness Families
Ishmael & Thelma Mitchell
Caryl Williams 

We sincerely regret any errors  
or omissions in the listing.

We are thankful for the many friends, including anonymous donors, who supported the Historic Elmwood Foundation in 2022.



We are delighted to announce that the Historic Elmwood 
Foundation is the recipient of a grant from the Ralph C. 
Wilson, Jr. Arts & Culture Initiative managed by the 
Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan. This grant 
will help fund community programs and communications 
during 2023. Mr. Wilson during his lifetime was a long-time 
supporter of Elmwood Cemetery and is laid to rest in 
section 10.

Did you know you can give online?  
You can now make donations on our website. 
Scan the QR code or visit us at:  
https://elmwoodhistoriccemetery.org/foundation/support-us

RALPH C. WILSON, JR. ARTS & 
CULTURE INITIATIVE GRANT 

ONLINE GIVING

SELF-GUIDED MAPS AND AUDIO TOURS

• African American Heritage – From the 1800s through  
 present day, Elmwood is proud to honor many key  
 African American leaders.  

• Business Visionaries – Many Detroit business leaders  
 were visionary, smart, persistent, influential, and  
 passionate. They, along with many others, took advantage  
 of the ability to establish and grow businesses here.  

• Leadership Legacies – Elmwood is the final resting place  
 of 7 governors, 11 US senators, and 30 Detroit mayors.  

• Underground Railroad Network to Freedom –  
 Highlighting those buried at Elmwood who were significant  
 members or supporters of the Underground Railroad and  
 took steps to abolish slavery in the United States.

 

ELMWOOD BIOGRAPHIES 
Elmwood has significantly expanded its information  
on people in the cemetery and we include photos  
where possible.

ARBORETUM TOURS 
Elmwood developed self-guided tree tours, dividing the 
86-acres into three maps highlighting deciduous, flowering, 
and evergreen trees throughout Elmwood’s acreage. The 
actual trees have a tree identification marker with the 
scientific and common name as well as a QR code. If you 
have a smart device, you can use this code to learn more 
about the particular species.

BIRDING SPECIES LIST 
Our birding list continues to grow. Please let us know if you see 
or hear additional species during your walks on our grounds.

REMEMBER OUR EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS – FREE OF CHARGE! 

DISCOVER MORE ABOUT ELMWOOD 
Visit our website www.elmwoodhistoriccemetery.org.  
We will use this to keep  
you better informed on  
our events and happenings  
here at Elmwood.

UPDATE YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION
We would like to make sure we have the most recent contact 
information for you. We know you would like to be kept informed 
of rule changes or issues that affect your lot, as well as cemetery 
activities. Please update your telephone number, address, and 
email through our website www.elmwoodhistoriccemetery.org, 
Contact Us, by calling the office on (313) 567-3453, or by email 
at jcapuano@elmcem.org.  


